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TIMORE 


CRITIC. 


REMARKS ON DIFFERENT KINDS OF PREACHING, 


TERRIFIC PREACHING. 


It is the duty of a preacher of the gospel, to warn sin- 
ners to flee from the wrath to come; and in doing this, he 
will frequently have to enter into a description of the fu- 
ture punishment of the wicked. This is an awful duty, 
and as we are always in danger of deviating into error, 
I would recommend, that the tremendous part of all such 
descriptions be given in the express language of scripture. 
While we adhere to the words of inspiration, we cannot 
err, but when we suffer our fancy, which is sometimes a 
brutal fancy, to range abroad, it is almost certain to be- 
come licentious. What would you think of the preach- 
er who told liis hearers, that if they did not repent, the 
Almighty would make ‘‘a gridiron of their ribs, on which 
to fry their souls in damnalion?”’ I need make no com- 
ment on such language; it was horrid, sheer, downright, 
cannibalism!! ‘The Almighty is terrible in majesty; never 
disgusting with cruelty, and revenge. If I had not heard 
the above specimen of the horrid and disgusting style of 
preaching, mentioned by a man whose veracity defies 
suspicion, and indeed by several, I should have thought 
it impossible for any man, (who had read those strokes 
of tremendous sublimity, by which Jehovah is figured 
out in scripture,) to sink to language which could be par- 
donable only in the mouth of a New Zealander. There 
is sometimes an inclination to extend the sufferings of 
Christ. 1 do not know how it may be with others, but 
for my own part, I feel rather shocked than otherwise, 
when men endeavor to improve the account, which the 
sacred writers give us of the sufferings of the Saviour. 
The blood of Christ is not unfrequently mentioned in 
scriptures, yet it is mentioned insuch a way that the feel- 
ings of the reader, are not harrowed up, but on the con- 
trary, the subject becomes more important, and dignifi- 
ed. “In whom we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of sins.” ‘Blotting out the hand-writ- 
ing of ordinances that was against us, which was contra- 
ry to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his 
cross.” ‘Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be tes- 
tified in due time.’ ‘‘And to Jesus the mediator of the 
new convenant, and to the blood of sprinkling which 
speaketh better things than the blood of Abel.” In these 
passages we find it introduced in such a way that the 
mind does not dwell upon it as a circumstance of horror. 
There is no expatiating on the scourging that the Saviour 
received, on the boring of his hands and feet; on the 
striking in of the thorns; in a word, on any circumstance 
that would make the Saviour an object of pity, or of 
horror. This is beyond al] doubt the proper method, be- 
cause it is the method adopted by God himself; yet. some 
good men have ventured to deviate from it.—Pixe. 


CANTING PREACHING. | 


There is another kind of preaching against which | 
would warn you, and that is, canting preaching; yet, 
though I make use of this word, I find it extremely diffi- 
cult to explain its meaning. In Treland, to cant, is to 
sell by auction: and the substantive “cant”. is neither 
more nor less than a public sale. But though many per- 
sons set up religion for sale, and expatiate upon its ex- 
cellence without feeling any interest in it, still this is not 
exactly the sense in which the word is used. It seems 
probable, therefore, that the word cant is from our word 
to chant, as in the manner of a parish clerk, or choris- 


ter. Every one is aware of the whining, nasal twang, 


which from time immemorial, appears to have been an 
appendage of the clerkly office; and it is likewise gener- 


ally evident, that however unearthly the sound may be, 
it is no great indication of personal religion. 

A person who cants, in the religious sense of the word, 
is therefore, more or Jess, a tehining hypocrite. It will 
not follow from this, that he is a hypocrite throughout; 
he may enjoy a measure of religion, but he affects to have 
more than he really po.sesses. Such a person will as- 
sume an unnecessary solemnity of appearance, of words, 
and of gesture; and will sometimes introduce religion in 
a manner that is really disgusting. I recollect being call- 
ed, on one occusion, to speak to a person who had some 
trifling message to deliver to me. He put onthe utmost 
solemnity. of manner, and eyeing me with the most re- 
ligious awe, exclaimed in a sepulchral voice: “I have a 
message from God to thee.” If I had not known tiat 
the man, however unamiable, was truly religious, | 
shoulc have been either greatly shocked, or highly di- 
verted. 

Canting is more frequently found in private life than 
in the pulpit, yet it is sometimes seen even there. 
Though a man is expected to discourse on religious sub- 
jects when he enters the pulpit, yet all subjects connect- 
ed with religion are not equally solemn, and when one 
that is subordinate is treated as if it were of the last im- 
portance; and when to this, a whining manner is added, 
the canting disposition is immediately evident. But in- 
deed it is extremely difficult to do justice to this subject, 
as the little sillinesses of the canting preacher, relate 
more to manner than any thing else, and cannot wel) be 
described. The formal dress, the plaintive voice, the 
sanctimonious air, and the turned-up eye, with a thousand 
other little peculiarities, which every person can per- 
ceive, yet scarcely any can pourtray are constituents of 
this character. Oh! what a difference there is between 
that lovely disposition, produced by religion, which seeks 
the shade, unless when compelled by conscience to ste 
forth into public life, and that most offensive one, whieh 
reducing the holy language of devotion, into the slang «f 
a profession, and assuming the plaintive, yet obtrusive air 
of mendicity, would thrust itself on the attention of man- 
kind.—ib. 


THEATRIC PREACHING. 


There isin the preaching of some men, an evident 
aiming at the reputation of being fine orators; not that 
these men ever become so; but just the reverse: for as he 
is the most finished gentlemen who is polished into the 
complete ease, and makes me easy too, so he is the most 
finished speaker, who make me forget every thing in the 
subject. I recollect going to hear a person of some con- 
sequence in the religions world, to whom indeed nature 
has not been particularly parsimonious. I was in the 
place of worship before the time, and as every thing, in 
a great man, interests one, | was happy to find myself in 
a situation, in which I could observe him as he went to 
the pulpit. He entered it with dignity. His manner 
was solemn, and after the introductory singing, he offer- 
ed up, I think, as sublime a prayer as lever heard. It 
was composed almost entirely of the finest passagés in 
the psalms and the prophets; was put together with the 
utmost taste and judgment, and was pronounced, as far 
as mancould judge, with the greatest reverence. The 
sermoncame. It was onjudgment. The thoughts were 
common-place, the language good. But it was the man- 
ner thatstruck me. Sometimes he smiled benignantly, 
at other times, frowned like thunder, or scowled with 
contempt; frequently he threw himself over the front of 
the pulpit, and lolling with the most graceful negligence, 
conversed with those beneath him in the ‘“how-do-you- 
do?” style of a boarding-school Miss; anon he was erect 
in the attitude of a pugilistic champion, bellowing like 


a stentor, and threatening destruction, at least to the 
ears, of all around him. I sat amidst this storm, and 


low enough already thought within myself “This is not 
preaching Christ Jesus the Lord, but it is trying to preach 
Mr. , the actor, the would-be Roscius of the day.” 

It is astonishing to what little arts people sometimes 
resort. | once knew a preacher who was forever stil- 
ing, and simpering in the pulpit: a practice for which I 
could assign no reason, except that he had a very pretty 
set ef teeth, Another seemed desirous of attracting 
attention to the very elegant method he had of dispos- 
ing of his little white hand. 


CENSOR. 


ttre 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
FASHTONABLE FOLLIES, 


Mr. Evditor,-—There was a time when every Christian 
had to pass through persecution; yet, notwithstanding 
this fact, and the declaration of St. Paul to Timothy, 
that ‘all that live Godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer per- 
seculion; we find many professing Christians in this age, 
who do not come within the purview of the blessing 
pronounced by Jesus Christ in these words: “Blessed 
are ye, When men shall revile you and persecute you, 
and shall say all manner of evil against you, falsely, for 
my sake; but justly fall under the woe contained in the 
sixth chapter of St. Luke, ‘‘woe unto you when all men 


shal] speak well of you.” 

Does this new order of things proceed from the im- 
proved religious state of the world; or from the accom- 
modating conformity of modern Christianity to the pre- 
judices and fashions of the world? We would fondly 
hope, that the former had a proportion of influence; but 
we fear, the latter has a much greater influence. The 
standard of Christian experience and of Christian per- 
fection, we think, has been lowered by many Christian 
professors and Christian ministers; and there is too great 
a conformity to the customs, the amusements, and the 
fushions of the world. 

Some Divines hesitate not to say to their people in 
private, that it is no harm to dance, and to go to balls, 
or to the theatre. Others more strict will say, that it is 
wrong for the members of their churches to go to such 
places; but itis perfectly right that they should permit 
their children to go to the dancing school, and to public 
assemblies to practice, what they have learned. Some 
parents, who would consider ita great sin to go them- 
selves, will spend days and probably weeks in busy pre- 
paration to set their daughters or their sons off to the 
best advantage in the ball room. Some good Christians 
will condemn all these amusements; but will spend large 
sums for costly apparel, fashionable furniture, and 
splendid equipages; and like the rich man, will clothe 
themselves in purple and fine linen and fare ‘‘sumptuous- 
ly every day; and Jook down with a sort of contempt 
upon their poorer, but more pious neighbours. Other 
professing christians, who have not the means of grati- 
fying all these high notions, will condemn thém; but as 
far as they have ability, they follow after, and change 
with, all the foolish fashions of the day. /f a certain 
color of cloth, or a certain cut of a coat, or the shape of’ 
a hat, shall be pronounced by the tailor or the hatter to 
be fashionable, and some few dandies shall commence 
to wear them, some of our Christian young men, who 
have professed a change of heart, or who have publicly 
‘renounced the Devil and al/ his works, and the pomps 
and vanities of this wicked world,” will soon array 
themselves in the fashion. On the other hand, should a 
mantua-maker, or a milliner, produce a dressed doll, 
and say that such is the latest Pari-ian or London fash- 
ion, and a few of the gay and fashionable shal put on 
bonnets of fantastic shape, and dresses with tremendous 
‘leg-of-mutton” or “umbrella sleeves,” our good sisters 


sunshine, and casting down my eyes, for my heart was 


are not long in odopting the fashions, and find them 
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may expect persecution, not only from the profane 


_ its horrors, will be our eternal home. 
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PROTESTANT. 


= 


vastly convenient; and wonder that such a becoming 
and pleasant fashion had not been sooner found out.= 
Let the fashions, however, take a sudden change, and 
go to the other extremes, We shall find the colour and 
cut of the coat, and the form of the hat changed itmmie- 
diately. The bounet crowns will be razed, 4nd the 
sleeves fit the arm tightly. Would to Heaven that none 
but the young people were thus carried away by fashion! 
Some fond fathers and mothers, who themselves are } 
patterns of piety, will tell us, if we say any thing upon } 
the subject, “young people will be young people, and 
you must Jet them alone, it will not do for our religious 
sons and daughters to be different from others?” 


These things are right, or they are wrong, in them- 
selves. If they be promotive of Christianity, and have 
a tendency to humble the human heart, and to wake our 
children more pious, in the name of common sense, let 
us encourage them; but if they have a tendency to feed 
pride and vanity, and to draw our children into the com- 
pany of the gay and thoughtless, let us affectionately 
and decisively expostulate with them upon the subject. 
} can find no greater license for young Christians to be 
“conformed to the world,” in their manners, conversation 
and dress, than for those more advanced. Look into the 
evangelical churches, where a change of heart is 
preached and insisted upon, and where hundreds of young 
persons are soundly converted, and you will find many, 
who ran well for a season, either entirely gone back, or 
in a cold and lifeless state of experience. If you will 
seek after the cause, it will be most frequently traced 
to gay and thoughtless company, and to the love of 
fashion and show. Shall 1 be told that we are com- 
manded to ‘‘rend the heart and not the garments.” | 
will subscribe to the sentiment with all my heart in its, 
true meaning. I would not have them to possess a hypo- 
critical out-side show of religion; but would have them 
first of all to get the heart and the affections changed; 
and then, if properly instructed, 1 should expect to find 
their lives to correspond with their profession. 


What can induce the professors of religion to follow 
after all the foolish whims and caprices of the wicked 
world? Do they love the world? If they do, our bibles 
teach us, that ‘‘the love of the Father is not in them.” 
Do they seek the friendship of the world? Our bibles 
teach us ‘that the friendship of the world is enmity 
with God; and that whosoevor, therefore, will be a 
friend to the world, is the enemy of God.” Again, we 
learn that ‘‘God resisteth the proud; but giveth grace 
unto the humble.”” How many professing Christians 
put on gold and costly apparel, and braid the hair, con- 
trary to the express commandments of God’s word.— 
These things may seem of but little importance to many; 
but more than twenty years observation, has taught us 
to pay some regard to them. We woulc not have Chris- 
tians to be singular for singularity’s sake; nor would we 
prescribe any form of a garment; but think our infant 
Church should discountenance too much intermingling 
with the gay and giddy world. We are commanded ‘‘to 
eome out from among the wicked, and to be separate 
from them.’ How can we, in the face of this command- 
ment, select the enemies of God for our companions, 
and follow after all their fashions. We are to be respect- 
ful and polite to all men; and when business or duty 
ealls us among those, who know not God, we should not 
be austere and sanctimonious; but should ever maintain 
the dignity and gravity of Christians. If we become 
holy and shall discharge our duty to our neighbor, we 


and careless sinner, but from the cold and half-hearted 
professors, for our lives will condemn them. If, on the 
contrary, we live like the world, and conform to their 
fashions and practices, we shall enjoy their smiles and 
their friendships; but we shall incur the displeasure of 
God, and his frowns will hang over us like a thick 
eloud; our religious enjoyments will vanish, and when 
death shall approach us, he will bring dismay and con- 
fusion upon us; and should we not repent, hell, with all 
Your readers, 
we hope, will excuse our blunt and unfashionable style. 


Eastern Shore, Maryland, Dee. 5, 1831. 


TELLING JESUS. 


“The disciples’? we read, “returned to Jesus,” and 
“tofd him all things, both what they had done, and what 
they had taught.” I think that if we would every 
evening, come to our Master’s feet, and tell him where 
we have been, what we have said, and what were the 
motives by whiclr we were actuated, it would have a 
salutary influence &n our conduct. While reading over | 
each day’s page of ij, @, with the consciousness that he 
was reading it teo, we should detect many errors and 


METHODIST 


 ESSAYIST. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
EQUALITY OF HUMAN HAPPINESS. 


-——“‘Fill the bright goblet; spread the festive board, 

Summon the gay; the noble, and the fair, 

Through the loud hall in joyous concert poured, 

Let mirth and music sound the dirge of care: 

But ask those not if happiness be there~— 

If the loud laugh disguise convulsive throe, 

Or if the brow the heart’s true livery wear, 

Lift not the festal mask-enough for thee to know; — 

No scene of mortal life but teems with mortal woe!” 

To the superficial observer there appears much cause 

of compiaint, in the unequal distribution of happiness, 
and comfort, which is allotted to men whilst wandering 
here below. He, whom dire necessity compels to feel 
the full force of the original curse. which doomed him 
to eat his bread in bitterness, and earn it by the sweat of 
his brow,—when he looks upon the minion of fortune, 
lolling in luxurious indolence upon his couch of down, 
surrounded by every thing that can gratify his appetite; 
contrasting his own scanty fare and homely col, with 
the rich viands, and gorgeous palace of his opulent 
neighbor, feels perchance the demon of envy struggling 
within his bosom, or the sighings of discontent mur- 
muring upon his lips. But could such an one, in his 
moodiest hour, see through the gaudy colorings which 
shroud the heart of him he envies—how would he start 
to find that heart, which he imagined all joy and glad- 
ness, filled with a thousand cares and anxieties, to which 
his own was a stranger. Perhaps it would be going too 
far, as a general principle, to say, that happiness is in 
entirely independent of circumstances; and yet no cir- 
cumstances, however favorable, can bring happiness to 
an envious—evil mind. Look, for example, at the his- 
tory of Haman—(and there are many Hamans in this 
our day.) Were not all the circumstances by which he 
was surrounded, in the highest degree favorable? The 
chief favorite of the king—elevated by the royal man- 
date to the highest honors—clothed with almost unlim- 
ited power within the wide spread empire of Ahaseurus; 
invited with the king alone to the banquet of the Royal 
Esther;—were there not thousands in that realm, asking 
in the language of the unthinking of all ages——-whee 
has he to make him unhappy”—what has he to wish for” — 


“has he not every thing that his heart desires?” Let us 
hear what this child of fortune—-this highly favored one 


says for himself. After having spent the day with the 
king and queen at the banquet of wine—the sacred his- 
torian says: **Then went Haman forth that day, joyful 
and with a glad heart: but when he saw Mordecai in the 
king’s gate, that he stood not up, nor moved for him, he 
was full of indignation against Murdecai.’’ You see 
here how a mere trifle which an ordinary individual 
would not have noticed,--turned all the joy and glad- 
ness of this great man to bitterness;--but let us see a 
little further how he bore this dreadful indignity. The 
history informs us that when ‘the came home, he sent 
and called for his friends and his wife. And Haman 
told them of the glory of his riches, and of all the things 
wherein the king had promoted him, and how he had ad- 
var.ced him above the princes and servants of the king. 
Haman said moreover, vea, Esther the queen did let no 
man come in with the king unto the banquet that she 
had prepared but myself:--and tomorrow am | invited 
unto her also with the king.” Methinks I hear some 
hasty soul exclaiming, ‘‘surely this man must have been 
happy’’--‘‘there was nothing in the world to trouble 
him.” But what says Haman, after thus recounting his 
riches, and glory, and honors: ‘Yet all thisavaileth me 
nothing. so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting in the 
king’s gate.” 

Look at this picture! Can any rational mind conceive 
how it was that a poor, beggarly Jew, sitting in the gate 
where this prince passed, could thus make of no avail all 
the advantages which he possessed? Who does not pity 
the littleness of the mind that could be thus affected?-- 
Believe me, ye who are sighing for wealth, and honors, 
and repining over the fancied hardships of your state, 
could you see all the horrible imaginings, that float 
across the darkened vision of the worldly great—could 
you see the grim phantoms which the hag Ennui sends 
forth to torture the idle and unemployed, you would 
thank Heaven for casting your lot where constant oecu- 
pation forbids the entrance of such peace-destroying 
visiters. It is a trite saying, that perfect happiness: is 
not the lotof man here below! Yet I believe that a 
good and merciful Providence, throned high above all 
earthly changes, directs our steps, and were we obedient 
to the heavenly impulse, we should never feel that 
misery, which our own folly and perverseness too often 


Acfects, which would ofjerwige pass unnoticed, 


bring upon us. True it is, that in every situation we 


we are subject to casualty, and liable to w 
misfortunes;—but it is privilege to’ 
these misfortunes what they may, He who is all! good- 
ness, and cannot err, sends them for our goud=-and be- 
lieving this, who will muYmur or repine! And if wed 
sire wealth or distinction in this life~-and they be eee 
‘sary for our happiness—what says our blessed Saviour:— 
“Seek ye fitst the kingdom of heaven and his righteous. 
ness, and all these things shall be added unto you.” 
Reader, if you have followed me thus far, perchance 
, your eye may warder back to thre sentiment which heads 
this rude essay~~and you may think there is some incon- 
}sistency manifest i comparing the premises with the 
conclusion. But no! That sentiment is strictly true——it 
relates exclusively to the people, and the things of this 
}world—-and thé holy scripture expressly declares. no 
matter what his circumstances, that “there is no peace 
|to the wicked”’+-and that same blessed book has said. 
‘that “He, the mighty God, who, by his Omnipotent 
} word, spoke the wide univérse info’existence”—-that “Hv 
will give grace and glory, and io good thing will he with- 
hold from them that walk uprightly.”” And yet more glo- 
rious still, that same unchanging word has declared, that 
those who thus walk, shall possess a peace which this 
world can neither give nor take away. Christians, will 
you not vow with me, that from this hour, you will strive 
with more diligence to walk in the path of duty; and 
that, with divine assistance, you will henceforth sowalk 
as in this world to enjoy peace, and in the world to 
come, life eternal. R. 


REVIEWER. 


For the Methodist I’retestaat. 
(wo. 


THE ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES OF THE METHO}- 
DIST PROTESTANT CHURCH. 


Seventh Principle.—‘*The Church has a right to form 
and enforce such rules and regulatiuns OnLy as are in ac- 
cordance with the Holy Scriptures, and may be necessary, 
or have a tendency, to carry into effect the great system of 
practical Christianity.”” 


This principles not only asserts the right of self-gov- 
ernment to be in the church, but it restricts the exercise 
OF the wight to accordance with the Holy Scriptures, 
and to effects consonant with practical christianity. No 
other rules and regulations may be constitutionally 
formed, nor be constitutionally enforced. ‘The restric- 
tion may be more fully expressed as follows: Only such 
rules and regulations as are in accordance with the Holy 
Scripture, or have a tendency to carry into effect the 
great system of practical christianity, may be formed 
and enforced by the Methodist Protestant Church. See 
Constitution, Art. x. 

Ist. No rule shall be passed which shall contravene 
any laws of God. 

2d. No rule shall be passed which shall infringe the 
right of suffrage, eligibility to office, or the rights and 
privileges of our ministers, preachers, and members; to 
an impartial trial by committee, and of an appeal, as 
provided by this constitutio.. 
3d. No rule shall be passed infringing the liberty of 
speech, or press; but for every abuse of liberty, the of- 
fender shall be dealt with, as in othercases of indulging 
sinful words and tempers. 
4th. No rule except it be founded on the Holy Scrip- 
tures, shall be passed authorising the expulsion of any 
minister, preacher, or member. 

For the purposes of most fully ‘‘carrying into effect 
the great system of practical christianity,” our church 
deems that ministers who are spiritual, who are qualifi- 
}ed, who are called of God, should go out into the world, 
giving themselves wholly up, body, soul, and spirit, and. 
as ambassadors of Christ, publish, all abroad, the gos- 
pel salvation. But these should*receive a supply of 
their wants, therefure, 

5. “No rule shall be passed appropriating the funds 
of the church fo any purpose except the support of the 
ministry, their wives, widows, and children; the promo- 
tion of education, and missions; the diffusion of useful 
knowledge; the necessury expenses consequent on as- 
sembling the conferences, and the relief of the poor.” 
6th. ‘No higher order of ministers shall be authoriz- 
ed than that of elder.” ‘That is to say, there shall not 
be a third order of ministers created, called, bishops. 
The church has the autherity of the Scriptures for ac-. 
knowledging the order of elder. The church believes 
that it has not the authority of the Scriptures to acknows 
ledge any order of ministry above that of elder, Br 
shops are not necessary to al/ churches. See qi church 


history. 
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METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


So far the restrictions tmplied in the seventh princi-' 
ple: In conformity with it, the church may make all! 
needed rules for the defence ef itself against essential’ 
evils:=— 

lst. *fAll offences condemned by the word of God, . 
as being sufficient to exclude a person from the king-; 
dom of grace and glory, shall subject ministers, preach-: 
ers, and members, to expulsion from the church. 

2d. “The neglect of duties enjoined by the word of 
God, or the indulgence in sinful words and tempers, 
shail subject the offender to admonition, and if persisted 
in after repeated admonitions, to expulsion. | 

3d. “For preaching or disseminating unscriptural 
doctrines, affecting the christian system, ministers, 
preachers and members, shall be liable to admonition; 
and if incorrigible, to expulsion: provided always, that 
no minister, preacher, or member, shall be expelled for 
desseminating matters of opinion alone, except they be 
such as are condemned by the word of God. 

4th. “All officers of the church shall be liable to re- 
moval from office, for mal-administration.”’ Constitu- 
tion, Art. xiii. 

Most unquestionably the church has the right to 
enforce these rules and regulations, in the manner pre- 
scribed. 

Eighth Principle. —‘* Whatever power may be necessa- 
ry fo the formation of rules and regulations, is inherent 
int the minisiers and members of the church; but, so much 
of that power may be delegated, from time to time, upon 
a plan of representation, us they may judge necessary and 
proper.” | | 

The church and its ministers are one body; each one 
is an individual member of that one body. Powers of 
self-government do not exist in some of the members of 
that one body and not in others; for, then would the 
body be imperfect in the very laws of its being. _ If in- 
herent equal powers did not exist in every member, 
equal relations could not be sustained to one Head. 
But the head of the church is one, and all the members 
are equal. The divine Head has given to each mem- 
ber the same fundamental laws. No one may govern 
others by its own authority; for this would be rebellion 
arrainst Christ, who has granted to each the same privi- 
lege of a free allegiance to himself. The power of self- 
government is the gift of our Creator, and by so much as 
this power is abridged, is the free agency of man 
abridged. Whosoever abridges the free agency of an- 
other, isatyrant. “God is no respecter of persons.” 

“But so much of that power may be delegated &c.” 
All power cannot be delegated—‘‘a general power over 
certain objects is granted, accompamed with certain re- 
strictions.’? This principle runs through our whole 
plan. So it should be. For every man is divinely en- 
dowed with mental freedom and entire liberty of con- 
science, and these endowments are inalienable. 


“ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES.” 
(No. VI.) 


Ninth Principle —“It is the duty of all ministers and 
members of the church to maintain godlinss, and to oppose 


all moral evil.’’ 


Tenth Principle.—“It is obligatory on ministers of the 
gospel to be FAITHFUL in the discharge of their PASTORAL 
and minisTERIAL duties; and it is also obligatory on the 
members, to esteem ministers highly for their work’s sake, 
and to render them a righteous compensation for their la- 


bours.”” 
Pastoral duties, those of a spiritual shepherd—munis- 


terial cuties, the duties of one who ministers to, or 
serves vthers. Achristian minister, is a public servant 
of Christ, and of His church, for Christ’s sake. It is 
seldom indeed, that faithfulness in pastoral and ministe- 
rial duties, is net properly regarded by christian people. 
A ministerat all worthy of his place, never desires the 
esteem of the church on any other account but for his 
work's suke. Andit is worthy of constant recollection, 
that the New Testament in no place commands regard 
to ministers for their office, sake. We are to honour the 
office for the sake of the works of the office. _ 

{t is the duty of the church to render ministers a 
righteous compensation for their labours, Value for 
value here, is impossible. The compensation is to be in 
the next world where only the minister of Christ re- 
ceives his righteous, or full reward. Let ministers, 
therefore, look to a future state for the equivalent 
of their faithful services. Earth istoo poor. But they 
need food and raiment for themselves—and their Wi- 
dows and orphans will need the comforts of this life. 

Now, the enemies of our church expect us to fail in 


pr 


supporting our itinerant ministers—that there will be 
no adequate provision for the widows and orphans of 
miisters who die in the travelling ministry. Let the 
church then take measures to prevent this calamity. 
It may be prevented. To the first general conference 
the duty of perpetuating an itinerant miuistry will per- 
tain. In the meantime, the annual conferences should 
do all which in their power is to perform. 


LAICUS., 


MISCELLANY. 


PARADISE LOST. 


Many years before Milton began to write Paradise Lost, 
he meditated the composition of a poem of that descrip- 
tion. He thus alludes to the subject, in his ‘Reason of 
Church Government:”—“Time serves not now, and 
perhaps I might seem too profuse to give any certain 
account of what the mind at home, in the spacious cir- 
cuits of her musing, hath liberty to propose to herself, 
though of highest hope and hardest attempting; wheth- 
er that epic form whereof the two poems of Homer, and 
those other two of Virgil and Tasso, are a diffuse, and 
the book of Job a brief, model. And the Apocalypse 
of St. John is the majestic image of a high and stately 
tragedy, shutting up and intermingling her solemn 
scenes and acts with a sevenfold chorus of hallelujahs 
and harping symphonies. Those frequent songs through- 
out the Law and Prophets, not in their argument alone, 
but in the very critical art of their composition, may be 
easily made appear over all kinds of lyric poesy to be 
incomparable, These abilities, wherever they be foun |, 
are the inspired gift of God, rarely bestowed, but yet 
to some (though most abuse) in every nation: and are 
of power, beside the office of a pulpit, to inbreed and 
cherish in a great people the seeds of virtue and public 
civility, to allay the perturbations of the mind, and set ) 
the affections in right tune; to celebrate in glorious and 
lofty hymns the throne and equipage of God's almighti- 
ness, and what he works, and what he suflers to be 
wrought with high providence in his church; to sing 
victorious agonies of martyrs and saints, the deeds and 
triumphs of just and pious nations, doing valiantly 
through faith against the enemies of Christ: to deplore 
the general relapses of kingdoms and states from just- 
ice and God’s true worship. Whatsoever in religion is 
holy and sublime, in virtue amiable or grave, whatsoever 
hath passion or admiration in all the changes of that 
which is called fortune from without, and the wily sub- 
tleties and refluxes of men’s thoughts from within; all 


these things with a solid and treatable smoothness to) 
paint vut and describe. Such work fs not to be raised 
from the heat of youth, or the vapours of wine; like 
that which flows at waste from the pen of some vulgar 
amourist, or the trencher fury of a rhyming parasite; 
nor to be obtained by the invocation of dame memory 
and her siren daughters, but by devout prayer to that 
eternal Spirit who can enrich with all utterance and 
knowledge, and sends out his seraphim, with the hal. 
lowed fire of his altar, to touch and purify the lips of 
whom he pleases: to this must be added industrious and 
select reading, steady observation, insight into all seemly 
and generous arts and affairs; till which in some measure 
be compa3sed, at mine own peril and cost, I refuse not 
to sustain this expectation from as many as are not loath 
to hazard so much credulity upon the best pledges that 
[ can give them.”’ 


THE MERCY AND FORBEARANCE OF GOD. 


The mercy and forbearance of God are peculiar to 
himself, and cannot be supposed ta belong, unless ina 


our world, or were even one of the highest intelligen 

ces in heaven, to be invested with a portion of the attri- 
bute of omniscience; could he penetrate at one glance 
over all that hemisphere of our globe on which the sun 
shines, and at the next glance survey the other hemis- 
phere which is enveloped in darkness; could his eye 
pierce into the secret chambers of every habitation of 
human beings, in every city and town and village, and 
especially into those haunts where crimes are veiled by 
the shades of night from every human eye; could he 
behold at one glance all the abominations that are hour- 
ly perpetrated in every region of the world, —the pagan 
worshippers in Tibet and Hindostan, performing their: 
cruel and execrable rites; the wheels of Juggernaut 
crushing to death its wretched devotees; the savage 


hordes of New-Zealand feasting on the flesh of their 


—— 


fellow-men, whom they have cruelly butchered, and 
drinking their blood out of human skulls: the Indians 
of America, tearing with pincers the flesh of their pr- 
soners, and enjoying a diabolical pleasure in beholding 
their torments; the haughty inquisitors of Spain insult- 
ing their devoted victims, in the name of the merciful 
Saviour, and preparing tortures, and stakes, and flames 
for their destruction; the assassin plunging his dagger 
into his neighbour’s bosom; the midnight robber enter. 
ing into the abode of honest industry, strangling its in- 
mates, and carrying off their treasures; the kidnapper 
tearing the poor African from his wife and children and 
native land; the unfeeling planter and overseer lashing 
his degraded slaves; tyrants and persecutors draggin 

the excellent ones of the earth to prisons, dungeons, cad 
gibbets; the malevolent and envious man devising 
schemes for the ruin and destruction of his neighbour; 
the mutinous crew, in the midst of the ocean, rising up 
against their superiors, slashing them with their sabres, 
and plunging their bodies into the deep; the gamester 
ruining a whole family by a throw of the dice; the skep- 
tic, sporting with the most sacred truths, the atheist at- 
tempting to defy the Omnipotent, the prostitute, wal- 
lowing in the mire of uncleanness; the sea whe blas- 
pheming the God of heaven in his midnight revels; nu- 
merous tribes of human beings dashing out each other's 
brains in mutual combat; hypocritical professors of re- 
ligion harbouring malice and revenge against their 
brethren; and thousands of other iniquitous scenes which 
are daily presented before the pure eyes of Omniscience: 
could he behold all the abominable acts which are per- 
petrated on the surface of our globe in the course of a 
single day, and were the elements of nature under his 
control, for executing condign punishment on trans- 
gressors, it is more than probable, that before another 
day dawned upon the world, the great globe we inhabit 
would be scattered to its centre, and enveloped in de- 
vouring flames. For no finite intelligence could re- 
frain his indignation for a length of years, or could pen- 
etrate into all the reasons why ‘sentence against an evil 
work should not be speedily executed.” be- 
holds all these actions in all their bearings, and relations 
to tue plan of his government, and in all their eternal 
consequences; and beholding them, he Aeeps silence, and 
refrains from executing immediate and deserved punish- 


ment, 


MILTON'S ACCOUNT OF THE MANNER IN WHICH 
HE LOST HIS SIGHT. 


In the works of Milton there are many affecting re- 
ferences to the loss of his sight: a calamity which must 
fave been extremely painful toa man of his literary taste 
and habits. In regard to the immediate cause of this af- 
fliction he says, ‘When I was publicly solicited to write 
a reply to the defence of the royal cause; when I had to 
contend with the pressure of sickness, and with the ap- 
prehension of soon losing the sight of my remaining eye; 
and when my medical attendants clearly announced, that 
if I did engage in the work, it would be irreparably lost; 
their premonitions caused no hesitation, and inspired no 
dismay. 1 would not have listened to the voice of Escu- 
lapius himself from the shrine of Epidauris, in preference 
to the suggestions of the heavenly monitor within my 
breast. My resolution was unshaken; though the alter- 
native was, either the loss of my sight, or the destruction 
of my duty.” 

Ina letter addressed to Leonard Philaria, the Athe- 
nian, and written in the year 16514, he thus describes the 
manner in which he lost the power of sight:—It is now, 
I think, about ten years since I perceived my vision to 
grow weak anddull. Inthe morning, if 1 began to read, 
as was my custom, my eyes instantly ached intensely; 
but were refreshed after a little corporeal exercise. 
The candle which I looked at seemed, as it were, encir- 
cled with a rainbow. Not long after, the sight of the 


‘| left part of the left eye (which | lost some years before 


the other) became quite cbscured, and prevented me 
from discering any object on thatside. The sight of 
my other eye has now been gradually and sensibly van- 
ishing away for about three years. Some months before 
it entirely perished, though I stood motionless, every 
thing which I looked at seemed in motion toand fro. A 
stiff cloudy vapour seemed to have settled on my fore- 
head and temples, which usually occasions a sort of 
somnolent pressure upon my eyes, and particularly from 
dinner till evening. So that | ofteg recollect what is 
said of the poet Phineus, in the Argonauties:— 

A stupor deep his cloudy temples bound; 

And when he walk’d, he seem’d as whirling round; 

Or in a feeble trance he sleepless lay. 


I ought not to omit that, while I had any sight left, as 
soon as | lay down on my bed, and turned on either side, 
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very inferior degrec, to any created intelligence, Were 
the meekest man that ever appeared on the theatre of | 
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a flood of light used to gush from my closed eyelids. 
Then, as my sight became daily more impaired, the co- 
jours became more faint, and were emitted with a cer- 
tain inward crackling sound, but, at present, every spe- 
cies of illumination being, as it were, extinguished, there 
is diffused around me nothing but darkness, or darkness 
mingled and streaked with an ashy brown. Yet the 
darkness in which I am perpetually immersed, seems al- 
ways, both night and day, to approach nearer to white 
than black; and when the eye is rolling in its sucket, it 
admits a little parcel of Jight as through a chink. And 
though your physician may kindle a small ray of hope, 
yet | make up my mind to the malady as quite incurable; 
and [ often reflect, that, as the wise man admonishes, 
days of darkness are destined toeach of us. The dark- 
ness which I experience, less oppressive than that of the 
tomb, is, owing to the goodness of the Deity, passed 
amid the pursuits of literature, and the cheering saluta- 
tions of friendship. And if, as is written, ‘man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God;’ why may not any one acquiesce 
in the privation of his sight, when God hath so amply 
furnished his mind and his conscience with eyes? While 
he so tenderly provides for me, while he so graciously 
leads me by the hand, andgonducts me on the way, | 
will, since it is his pleasure, rather rejoice than repine 
at being blind. And my dear Philaria, whatever may be 
the event, | wish you adieu with no Jess courage and 
composure than if I had the eyes of a lynx.”” While 
this great man was thus enclosed in impenetrable dark- 
ness, speaking of his eyes, he says, ‘‘So little do they 
betray any external appearance of injury, that they are 
as unclouded and bright as the eyes of those who most 


distinctly see. In this instance alone | ama dissembler 
against my will.” 


A TURKISH FUNERAL. 


I think I never witnessed the assiduity of the women 
in the sick chamber any where so marked as in Turkey. 
The room where the dying man lies is crowded with his 
mule relations: they tell hiin that the angel of death has 
summonee him to heaven; that he should go there with 
a cheerful countenance; that he-should meet his fate asa 
man, and rejoice in dying a true béliever in Mahomet; 
which ultimately must lead him to paradise, whatever 
may have been his crimes. Then they make very hyper- 
bolical assurances of friendship; declaring that they 
would willingly die to have the pleasure of his society in 
eternity; and that, if possible, they would die for him. 
When the patient expires, they give way to immoderate 
sorrow, they weep over the corpse; the nearest relations 
rend their garments; but gradually the distant ones dry 
their eyes, and give comfort to the others. 


- with loud complaint, : 
The women speak their wo, 


tear their hair, apostrophise the corpse, and ask the de- 
ceased why he left his wives, and servants, and horses! 
The shi illness of their screams pierces every ear in the 
neig bourhood. It is a peculiar yell, which could only 
be imitated by giving the tone of an octave to a watch- 
man’s rattle. This sound is indicative both of joy and 
sorrow; and it is strange enough, that all the women of 
the Ea-t, Turkish, Arabian, Coptic, and Armenian, should 
have the same method of demonstrating their delight at 
a wedding, and their grief at a funeral. 

This howl over the dead, the eleleu of the Greeks, and 
ululalu of the Irish, is called arrhla in Turkish, and er- 
rawa in Arabic. I have beenfreqtiently surprised to find 
a strong resemblance between many of the customs of 
the \rish and Oriental people. No sooner is the breath 
out of the man’s body, than all the women in the vicini- 
ty rej air to the house of mourning. and howl for abaut 
a quarterofan hour. They ‘‘mimic sorrow when the 
heart’s not sad,’? and torment the real mourners with 
forms of consolation which every wellbred woman has 
by heart. Where there are many wives, lamentation is al- 
so partitioned; and then it is only incumbent on her who 
has borne most children to be inconsolable to the last 

As no christian is suffered to be present at the prepara- 
tion of the body for interment, | risked my neck, on the 
roof of an adjoining house, to see the process. The 
corpse was laid naked in the court yard, and placed in 
the centre on abier. The undertaker proceeded to his 
office: he turned the body round several times, reciting a 
sing-song sort of prayer, in which he was joined by the 
friends. The operation of washing and shaving being 
finished, some camphor was put into the ears; and rose- 
water, or some other perfumed liquor was sprinkled over 
body. Several folds of linen were now rolled round it, 

one over the other; the face only was left exposed; a 
large pall was then thrown Over al}; and on this was 
placed the turban of the deceased: the characteristic 
mark of a male body. Four porters carried out the bier 


All this time [° 


on their shoulders; and thus bore the body, head fore- 
most, to the grave. 

The women followed to the door, making a tremen- 
dous outcry. Each of them-had a white handkerchief in 
her hand, alternately waving it up and down. A num- 
ber of shieks and dervishes walked before, chanting in a 
low vgice a lugubrious psalm, which consisted I believe 
entirely of the ninety-nine names of God. The friends 
marched behind, in a sorrowfu: manner, some of them 
weeping bitterly. Having carried the remains to the 
side of the grave, they prayed for a few minutes; the in- 
terment then proceeded without a coflin, and every one 
went his way.—Madden’s Travels. 


THE GREAT PRINCIPLE OF THE TEMPERANCE RE- 
FORMATION. 


European writers use terms of the highest eulogy in 
speaking of the discovery by the Americans of the sim- 
ple principle of the Temperance reformation.—W. Ob. 

‘The great discovery,’ says one, ‘‘has at length come 
forth like the lightof a new day, that the temperate 
members of society are the chief agents in promoting 
and perpetuating drunkenness. On whose mind this 
great truth first rose, is not known. Whoever he was, 
whether humble or great, peace to his memory. He has 
done more for the world than he who enriched it with 
the knowledge of a new continent; and posterity, to the 
latest generation, shall walk in the light which he has 
thrown around them. Had it not been for him, Ameri- 
cans and Europeans might have continued to countenance 
the moderate ordinary use of a substance, whose most 
moderate ordinary use is temptation and danger; and 
amidst a flood of prejudice and temptation, urged onward 
by themselves, they would have made rules against Grun- 
kenness, like ropes of sand, to be burst and buried by the 
coming wave. Temperance societies have not only made 
America truly the new world, but in a few months they 
have produced an unparalleled change in many districts, 
of the United Kingdom.” 

Another writer says: ‘‘Temperance societies lave aris- 
en on our darkness like the checring star of hope. They 
now flash across our eastern hemisphere with the bright 
and beauteous radiance of the bow of promise.” 

And another: “It would be an act of ingratitude to- 
wards our American friends, were we in any degree to 
throw into the shade the obligations under which we lie 
to them for having originated this noble cause. If the 
names of Washington and others are deservedly dear to 
them for their struggles in the cause of freedom, there 
are other names which will descend to the latest posteri- 
ty, as the deliverers of their country from a thraldom 
more dreadful by far than that of any foreign yoke.” 


ANECDOTE OF RICHARD BAXTER. 


During Mr. Baxter’s residence in Coventry, he, in com- 
pany with several of the ejected ministers who resided 


there, commenced preaching in a house by the side of a 


common not many miles from the city. The time of 
service being rather early in the morning, Mr. Baxter 
set out for the place the preceding evening. The night 
being dark, he missed his way, and after wandering 
about for a considerable time, espied a light on a rising 
ground at some distance; to which he immediately bent 
his steps. On his arrival, he found that it emanated 
from the window of a gentleman’s house. He called, 
and begged to be allowed to remain until the morning; 
at the same time stating that he had lost his way. The 
servant informed his master, that a person of very re- 
spectable appearance was at the door; and wished to be 
accommodated for the night. The gentleman ordered 
the servant to invite himin. The invitation was cordial- 
ly accepted; and Mr. Baxter met with the greatest hos- 
pitality. At supper, the gentleman inguired what was 
the profession or employment of his guest. Mr. B. from 
several things spoken by his host, saw it necessary to be 
upon his guard, and replied: “] am a man-catcher, sir.” 
man-catcher (said the gentieman,) are you? You are 
the very person | want. Jama justice of the peace in 
this district, and am determined te seize one Dick Bax- 
ter, who is expected to preach at a neighbouring cottage 
to-morrow morning, and you shall go with me, and | 
doubt not we shall easily apprehend the rogue.’* Mr. 
Baxter no longer remained ignorant of the quality of his 
host, and consented to accompany him. After breakfast 
next morning, they accordingly set out in the magistrate’s 
carriage for the place. When they arrived, the people 
were beginning to assemble outside of the house; but no 
Dick Baxter made his appearance to preach. The just- 
ice seemed to be considerably disappointed; and said to 


his companion, he supposed that Baxter had been appriz- | 


ed of his design, and would not fulfil his engagement. 
After waiting for some time in ardent expectation for 
the approach of the Nonconformist, but without effect, 


Mr. B. told the magistrate that it was a pity for so many 
people to be collected together, and on the Sabbath 
morning, too, without something being said to them re- 
specting religion; and hoped he would deliver a short 
address to them on that subject. He replied, that as all 
religious services should begin with prayer, he could not 
perform that part of the duty, not having his prayer- 
book in his pocket. ‘However,’ said the gentleman, 
am persuaded that a person of your appearance and re- 
spectability, would be able to pray with them as well as 
lo talk tothem. I beg, therefore, that you will be so 
good as to begin with prayer.” After afew modest re- 
fusals, Mr. Baxter commenced the service with a prayer 
at once solemn and fervid, for which he was so remark- 
able. The magistrate was soon melted into tears. The 
man of God then delivered a most impressive sermon; 
after which, the magistrate steppec up to him and said, 
he felt truly thankful that Baxter had not come, for he 
had never heard any thing which so much affected him 
in the whole course of his life. Baxter turning round 
to him, with a pathos not to be imitated, said: ‘Sir, | 
am the very Dick Baxter of whom you are in pursuit,— 
lam entirely at your disposal.” But the justice having 
felt so much, during the service, he entirely laid 
aside all his enmity, and ever afterwards became one of 
the most decided friends of Nonconformity, and died, it 
is believed, a decided Christian. 
Leeds, July, 1831. 


POETRY. 


HOLY DYING. 


Calm is the parting hour, 
When death with sovereign power 
Throws o’er the righteous soul his heavy chain;— 
Nor doubt nor dread attend, 
While round him loved ones bend; 
But peace celestial mocks the body’s pain. 


His friends hang round and weep,. = 
-. While like an infant’s sleep 
The chilling lethargy of death steals on, 
Aud o’er his eve the glaze 
Falls, and the spirit’s blaze 
Flashes for once, and all of earth is done. 


He sees the links of earth 
Part, and his final birth 
To perfect holiness, with raptured eye: 
Behind, a vale of tears 
In cloud and shade appears; 
Before, the heaven-bright fields of promise lie. 


How silent, like the breath 
Of morning, was that death! 
No agony nor torturing thought was there; 
And what a holy smile 
Plays round those lips the while, 
And how, like heaven’s own arch, that brow is fair! 


O may my footsteps tread 
This path by virtue led, 
And God’s own day-Star, till I sink in dest; 
And when I lay me down 
To sleep, O! may the crown 
Shine on my eye that circles round the just! 


THE WHITE WATER-LILY. 
By Mr. Thelwall. 


As o’er the western moor I stray’d, 
A beauteous floweret caught my view, 
Whose half-unfolded leaves display’d 
The virgin snow’s unsullied hue. 


The fountain of the nameless stream 
Its stem with purest nurture fed; 
And cool beneath the noontide beam 

It slumber’d on its crystal bed. 


I stoop’d to gaze; when on the breeze 
That o’er the dimpling current play’d, 

Such fragrance rush’d the sense to seize 
As never breathed in vernal glade. 


If simple beauty charm’d my sizht, 
The breathing soul enraptured more; 
And panting with a fond delight, 
The lily from the stem I bore. 


And as I placed it in my breast, 

What added charms the prize reveal’d! 
Disclosing what the modest vest 

From passing eyes had kept conceal’d. 


The snow without, within was gold, 
Pure living gold of warmest ray; 
Like innocence in beauty’s mould, 
Or deed of worth that shuns the day. 


On 
+ 
4 
| 
i | 
‘7 
| 
| 
a 
4 d 
| 
He 
"te 
A 


| M ETHODISY PROTESTANT. 


397 


an 


BALTIMORE: 


- 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
ALABAMA ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 

At the Annual Conference of the Methodist Protestant 
Church for the Alabama District, begun and held at 
Lebanon, Big Swamp Circuit, on Thursday, the 15th 
day of September, 1831, Britron Capen was appointed 
President, and Seymour Secretary. 

The members of Conference are— 

CEDAR CREEK CIRCUIT. 


£tders—Samuel Oliver, Benjamin Delaney. 

Deacons—Elias Carroll John Jenkins.* 

Lay Delegates—James K. Benson, Burwell B. Hutchin- 
son, Absalom Carter,* John Cook.* 


BIG SWAMP CIRCUIT. 


Flder--George A. Campbell. 

Deacons—James Holley, Wm. Rice, 
John B. Purden. 

Lay Delegates—Robert Mayes, Seymour Powell, John 
Oliver, Joseph Robertson, Wm. Kirkpatrick. 

WASHINGTON CIRCUIT. 

Elders—Eli Terry, P.S. Graves, and Elijah Myers. 

Deacon—Peyion Bibb. 

Lay Delegates—Rob’t T. Livingston, Wright Williams, 
Geo. Foreman, Larkin Cleveland, Abner M‘Gehee. 
MULBERRY CIRCUIT. 

Elder--J. D. Lee. 

Neacons--Win. Cole, Henry Whitstone. 


Lay Delegates—-Mark Howard, Benjamin Dunn, Sam’] 
Shaddock, 


John Crumpton, 


PERRY CIRCUIT. 


Deacons—James Meek, Parley Parker. 
Lay Delegates--C. T. Traylor, Thomas M. Smith. 


TUSCALOOSA STATION. 
Elder—J. M. Meek.* 
Deacon—Johin Meek.* 
PICKENS CIRCUIT. 
Deacons--V\ iley Stanton,* John W. Manr. 
BOGAR HOMAR, MISSISSIPPI. 


Elder—John M‘Cormick.* 

Deacon--Jacod Corley.* 

Prayer was offered up to the Throne of Grace by 
brother B. Capel. 

¢3Those members marked thus (*) were absent. 


The Conference being thus organized, proceeded to 
business. 

On motion, a committee of three, consisting of Jas. 
Holley, J. D. Lee, and C. T. Traylor, were appointed to 
examine the credentials of the Lay-delegates. Said 
committee, on examination, reported the above named 
déelewates as duly elected. 

A committee of five were appointed, consisting of Eli 
Terry, Peyton Bibb, Geo A. Campbell, Abner MeGehee, 
and Mark Howard, to draft rules for the government of 
this Conference. 

A commitice of five, consisting of Larkin Cleveland, 
Nopt. Mayes, Thomas M. Smith, Samuel Shaddock, and 
James K. Benson, were appointed to regulat: the preach- 
ing hours, and who shall fill the same. . 

The conference adjourned till tomorrow morning, at 
$ o'clock. 

Friday mdrning.--Conference met pursuant to ad- 


journment. 
The committee appointed to draft rules for the govern- 


ment of this conference, made the following report, viz: 


1. The Conference shall meet on its own adjourn- 
ments, and every meeting shall be opened by reading a 
portion of Scripture, and prayer—and closed by prayer. 

2. Before the Conference proceeds to business, the 
journals of the preceding day shall be read, and if neces- 
sary, be corrected. | 

3. The President shall preside, keep order, and decide 
all questions of order—subject, however, to a vote of 


4. The President may call any other member to fill 

the chair,—or in his absence, the Conference may call 

any member to fill the chair, pro tem. ‘ 

o. The Secretary shall keep a regular record of the 

proceedings of the Conference, in a book to be provided 

for that purpose, and shall have such record present at 

each Annual Conference. 
6. Every member rising to speak shall address the 

President. 

7. When two members rise to s 

the President shall decide who has the preference. 

5. Motions to adjourn shall have precedence of all 

other motions, and shall be decided without debate. 

J. When a motior is made and seconded, jt shal] be 

put by the President--be open to discussion—and no 

member shall speak oftener than twice, without permis- 

sion of the Conference, on the same subject. 

10. The Conference shall appoint a committee of 11, 

to station the preachers, and their report shall be subject 

to the revision of the Conference. 

11. No member shall absent himself from the Confer- 

ence without leave. 

12. No person shall pass between any member, when 

speaking, and the President. 

13. All conversation, or other irregular conduct, is 

prohibited. 

14. No personal reflections, or irrelevant remarks, 

shall be used in debate. 

15. All motions, when required by any member, shall 

be reduced to writing. 

16. Any member, violating these rules, shall be called 

to order by the President, or some other member. 


An address to this conference, from the Georgia con- 
ference, having been received, was ordered to be read. 
A letter from brother E. H. Cook, of Granville, was 
received and read. 

On motion, the Conference took up the consideration 
of the constitution of the Methodist Protestant Church. 
On consideration, the constitution was adopted. 
Resolved, That this Conference approve the construc- 
tion given by the Georgia Conference to the constitution. 
Resolved, That so much of the communication from 
the Georgia Conference, as relates to the construction 
of the constitution, be inserted on the journals. 

On motion, an assistant Secretary was appvinted— 
James Meek was appointed said assistant. | 

A communication from several brethren of Pickens 
circuit was received, and, on motion, read. 

Ave thore any recommendations for Deacons’ orders? 
Samuel Butler and Fleming Foreman, having been re- 


commended, on examination, were elected to deace”s’ 
orders. When, brother Butler vemg present, lie was 


admitted, to take his seat as a member of this Con- 
ference. 

John Cook, a lay-delegate from Cedar Creck circuit, 
appeared and took his seat.’ 

Are there any appWcations for Elders’ orders. | 
Peyton Bibb, James Holley, James Meek, Wm. Rice, 
John B. Purdew, John Meek, aud Wiley J. Stanton, on 
application, were elected to elders’ orders. 

On notion, the Discipline being taken up, was adopted. 


Resolved, That the Conference go into the election of 
President—whereupon, William Rice, and Abner Me- 
Gehee, were appointed to manage the election—when, 
on counting the votes, Bengamin DuLANtyY was announced 
as duly elected President for the next conlerence year. 

Resolved, That none shia! Igok to this body for sup- 
port, unless he give ail his ime—but the Quarterly vil- 
ferences are authorized to appropriate what they Unk 
just, to those who labor with Wem. | 
On motion, a committee of cleven were appoluted, for 
the purpose of stationing tie ol 
John Crumpton, Robert Mayes, P. Bibo, 5. Cleveland, 
J. D. Lee, S. Shaddoek, P. Parker, T. M. Smith, J. W. 
Mann, B. Dulaney, and Joha Cook. | ay 

On motion, Abuer McGehee was appointed Conference 
Steward. | 

A committee of three Elders, consisting of Eli Terry, 
Britton Capel, and George A. Campbell, were appointed 
for the purpose of appointing a Pregdent pro. tem. in 
case of the death, resignatian, or suspension of the Pre- 
sident, to serve till the sitting of next Annual Con- 
ference. | 

The Conference adjourned til! tomorrow morning, at 
8 o’clock. 

Saturday morning. —Conference met pursuant to ad- 


journment. 

On motion, a committee of two were appointed, con- 
sisting of P. S. Graves, and S. Butler, fur the purpose of 
addressing a letter, in behalf of this Conference, to the 


brethren of Mississippi. 
On motion, a committee of three were appointed, con- 


peak at the same time, 


the Conference. 


sisting of Geo. A. Campbell, and James P. S. Graves, 


Holley, to examine and report, what portion of the 
communication from the Georgia Conference shall be 
entered on the journals of this Conference. Said com- 
mittee, after having retired for a short time, returned 
and reported the following part of said communication, 
as necessary to be inserted on the journals:— 

‘All those ministers who submit to the Stationing au- 
thority of the Conferenée, and are subject to be changed 
according to the constitution, are, in every sense of the 
word, itinerant ministers. 

‘Divide your District into four weeks circuits. Em- 
ploy as many as you can to travel all their time--all the 
rest appoint to one, two, three, or four churches, within 
those circuits, and give the pastoral charge into the 
hands of those stationed, as far as their appointments 
extend—all the rest of the churches commit to the charge 
of him who travels all the time.” 


On motion, it was ordered, that a certificate of the 
character and standing of the ministers who have re- 
ceived ordination from other churches, be given them, 
signed by ike President and Secretary of this Conference. 


Were the characters of the mininisters examined? 

They were all called over one by one and passed. 

On motion, it was Resolved, To appoint a committee 
to Address the Georgia Annual Conference of the Meth- 
odist Protestant Chureh—the committee appointed are, 
G. A. Campbell and P. Bibb. 

On motion, a committee was appointed, consisting of 
P. Graves, and Britton Capel, to address the Tennessee 
Annual Conference. 

On motion, ordered, That the President appoint and 
publish the time when camp meetings shall be held in 
each circuit in this district for the ensuing Conference 
ear. 

' Moved and carried, That the Conference fix the mode 
of clecting the lay-delegates to the Annual Conference. 

Resolved, Vhat the election of lay-delegates to each 
Annual Conference shall be by ballot, and that the leader 
of each class receive the votes of his class, and forward 
life same to the Quarterly meeting Conference imme- 
diately preceding the Annual Conference. That each 
person entitled to vote, shall vote for the number of 
delegates to which the circuit or station is entitled.— 
The Quarterly Conference shall furnish the delegates 
elected, with a certificate of their election--and in case 
of an equal number of votes being given to two or more 
persons voted for, the Quarterly Conference to give the 
casting volte. 

On motion, resolved, That the entire journals of this 
Conferenes »e corwarded to the editor of the Methodist 
rrotestant, Baltimore, for publicatien. 


The fo.lowing is the arrangements of the circuits and 
Stathous:— 

Washington circuit divided—and that part of said cir- 
ciut lying west of the Alabuma river, to be called Rocky 
Mount circuit—which shall include the following sta- 
tions, viz: Mount Carmel, School House, Mortar Oreek, 
Pine Flat, Coosawda, Rocky Mount, Clevelands. 

That part lying on the east side of the river, to be 
called Tallapoosa circuit, embracing the following sta- 
tions, viz: Baker's, Taylor’s, Hope Ifall, Union, Stew- 
ard’s, Beard’s. 

Mulberry Circuit, stations, viz: Schiloh, Jumper’s, 
Sheeley’s Lee’s, Smith’s. 

Big Swamp Circuit, stations, viz: Purdew’s, Meach- 
am’s, Liberty, Salen, Republican, Crumpton’s, Brown’s. 

Cedar Creek circuit, stations, viz: Shiloh, Pearman’s, 
Mount Zion, Locust Hill, Concord, Carter’s, Nebo, Shady 
Grove, Reboboth, Mount Carmel, New Hope, Union, 
Ehenezar, Purity, Ararat, Salem. 

Perry circuit, stations, viz:—Traylor’s, Perkin’s, 
Canipbell’s, Cane-brake, Demopolis, Weems’, 
Oid Town, MeCraw’s Read’s, Pine Flat, Lebanon. 

Tusaaiousa Circuit.--The members being absent, ap- 
pointments not Known, 

Pickhen’s Circuit, 
Ground, Luxaparile. 

Bozar Ilomar Circuit—The members being absent, 
appointments not known. 

The committee appointed to station the preachers, 
made the following report, viz: 


/ 


viz: Springfield, Bethel, Camp 


Benjamin Dulaney, President. 

Pickens Ciréuit —Wilio J. Stanton, in charge of Bethel 
and Camp Ground stations, The balance to the charge 
of John W. Mann. 

Perry Girvcuit—J. D. Lee, Parley Parker, Jas. Meek, 
J. D. Lee in charge of Traylor’s, Sone Flat and Lebanon, 
Parley Parker in charge of the rest. a 

Circuit—S. M. Meek, John Meek. M. 
Meek in charge of the stations around. John Meek in 


h f the town. 
"Mabe, Terry in charge. Wm. Cole, 


Mulberry Cireuwit--Eli ch 
Mark Howard assistants. Henry Whitstone unstation 


at his own request. 
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Rocky Mount Circuit--Geo. A. Campbell, Elijah My- 
ers, Samuel Butler, Jesse Mings. Geo. A. Campbell in 
charge of Mount Carmel, School House, and Rocky 
Mount. Elijah Myers in charge of the balance. 

Talapoosa Circuit—Britton Capel in charge. Fleming 
Foreman, David Smedley, assistants. stat 

Big Swamp Circuit—John Crumpton and Wm. Rice in 
charge. James Holley, J. B. Purdew, and Owen W. 
Shackford, assistants. 

Cedar Creck Cirewit—Elias Carroll and John Jenkins 
in charge. Samuel Oliver, R. C. Dunham, assistants. 

Peyton Bibb, as Missionary, to assist the President. 
Peyton S. Graves, general missionary. 


A communication was received from the Rev.Ebenezer 
Hearne, and read--and, on motion, was laid on the table. 

When shall the next Annual Conference be held! 

On the Third Wednesday in October, 1832, at 2 0’- 
clock in the afternoon. 

Where shall the next Conference be held? | 

At Catoma Camp Ground, McGehee’s neighborhood, 
Montgomery county. 

The Conference then adjourned sine die. 

BENJAMIN DULANEY, Chairman. 
Seymour Powe t, Secretary. 


[COMMUNICATED. | 


REVIVAL INTELLIGENCE. 

Dear Sir, ; 

No department in the Protestant excites deeper in- 
terest in the -hearts of the great mass of its patrons, 
than the news of Zion's suecess. Hence, | first look for 
the revival intelligence, and when I find it not, I infer 
one of two things: Ist. That the ark is standing still in 
our ranks—or, 2ndly. That there is a want of prompt- 
ness on the part of the preachers and others, in furnish- 
ing the glad tidings, which should be known far and wide 
in the earth; that the Holy One of Israel may be magni- 
fied; and ‘that sinners may fear and trust in the Lord.” 
It is but reasonable that the ministersof the several cjr- 
cuits and stations should forward notices of the work of 
God within their respective charges, as they must be of 
necessity better acquainted with its character and extent 
than any others ean be. Yet have not several of our 
useful itinerants been reprehensibly delinquent in this 
matter? And some too, who stand prominent in the 
righteous cause of reform? If indeed they can bring no 
heart-cheering news to their brethren; if they can find 
nothing to say; why, then let them say nothmg. I am 
aware, however, that this is not the fact. 1 cannot help 
suspecting that some have become so completely sur- 
feited with garbled and extravagant accounts, submitted 
to the world, of revivals in certain places, that they may 


port should be doubted also. In this, however, I am 
convinced they may err. Truth should not be covered 
up under a bushel, because it may be abused; but should 
be placed upon a candlestick.” The adage is a good 
one which says: ‘‘By the faults of others, wise men cor- 
rect their own.” If others have gloried in proclaiming 
converts with too much confidence, on superficial evi- 
dence, this should teach us to observe greater caution 
and modesty. It is earnestly desired that communica- 
tions should be made more regularly in future, relative 
to the spiritual condition of our branch of the Christian 
Church. This would not fail to be of use in various 
ways—Ist. It would act as’a mutual excitement to both 
preachers and people to prosecute their course with in- 
creasing magnanimity and vigilance. 2ndly. It would 
have its use in improving the writers themselves, which 
surely is a desideratum with those who have devoted but 
little of their time to the study of composition. And in 
this, as in other things, practice will make perfect In 
vain have I examined the pages of the Protestant for 
accounts of certain popular meetings, which it has been 
said were successful in the salvation of sinners. if sO, 
why not tell the world at large that saints may rejoice 
and rebels stand in awe. Why should the servants of 
God be dumb, because of the incredulity of enemies 
and bigoted partizans!! “Our small Jacob shall arise 
by the hand of the most high God.” ESOP. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


MARYLAND. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
Retreat Hill, 1st December, 1831. - 


Dear Sin,—Some public notice should have been 
taken long since of the Camp-meetings in Pipe Creek 
circuit. But as this has been neglected by those who 
could have done it well, and from whom it was expect- 
ed, t will attempt at this late period to say a few things 
of these meetings. The first, held on H. Nichodemus’ 


the usual length of time. Although the weather proved 
cool for that season of the year, it occasioned but little 
interruption to the order and uniform operations of the 
occasion. The scite selected had never been previous- 
ly occupied for the like purpose. It was on the spur of 
a considerable hill, thickly overgrown with young 
hickories and oaks. The tents, amounting to nearly 
seventy in number, were generally of fine dimensions, 
and well calculated for the comfortable accommodation 
of the families and friends who accompanied them.— 
The standing congregation was larger than we have 
commonly seen. On the Sabbath a great multitude at- 
tended, and conducted with a decorum which seemed 
to say they were actuated with better motives than those 
of idle curiosity. The stand was regularly filled with 
ministers, willing, ready, and able to feed the listening 
multitude with milk, strong meat and honey, from the 
rock. Sothat but few could justly complain for want 
of variety amongst the diversity of gifts. 

One circumstance, because of its unusual character, 
yet as commendable as unusual, I take pleasure in no- 
ticing, in hopes that it may be of use to religious bigots. 
No less than four or five ministers of the Methodist E. 
Church were in pretty regular attendance on this meet- 
ing; mixed as brethren on the stand, participated in 
the public labours, and broke thé communion bread to- 
gether. And what was still better, wept and shouted 
aloud with us in the face of witnessing hundreds. 1 
mention these things as praiseworthy deeds, for they 
prove that whatever may have been the former state of 
feeling indulged toward us by those brethren, they 
surely had the upper hand of the many-headed monster, 
prejudice, at thistime. I shall offer no apology for hav- 
ing taken this liberty. I have nodesign to involve them 
in any difficulties with the great ruling authorities of 
their church—for it is to be hoped that the day has for- 
ever gone by, in which ministers are liable to punish- 
ment for associating and labouring with christians of 
other denominations. But to proceed: I am sure the 
evidence of God’s awful power will not be quickly for- 
gotten by many who both felt and saw its salutary effects. 
The inhabitants of the Rock were made to sing aloud 
for joy, while many of the King’s enemies were con- 
strained to cry to the prince of peace for pardon. No 
attempts were made to ascertain the number who pro- 
fessed to be born of the Holy Spirit; but on all hands 
it was admitted by those who attended it throughout 
that it was an extraordinary meeting. 

- Another camp meeting for this circuit began on the 
14th of October, about six miles south-east of New 
Market, a little distance from the Ohio Rail Road. There 
were but few tents erected on the ground, and those #1l 
from the neighborhood. ‘Ihe congregations were 
small until Sunday; yet the gracious work of. con- 
viction and conversion progressed with great regulari- 
ty. A number of young men were the subjects of this 
work. Dr. J.S. Reese and myself were the only min- 
isters who attended from a distance, so tnat the labour- 
ers had no time to rest. Some of the old-side breth- 
ren united very heartily in the exercises of the altar 
and tents. Inthe opinion of some this was one of the 
most fruitful meetings in proportion to its number of 
ents, people, &c. which has been held amongst us this | 
year. The Lord can work with few, or many, as seems 
most pleasing to himself. One thing is certain, that he 
always shows kindness tg those whv look to him in 
faith and humility. May he ride forth in the greatness 
of his strength until every knee shall bow, and every 
tongue confess, that Jesus Clirist is Lord of all, to the 
glory of Godthe Father—Amen,. Yours, 

E. HWENKLE. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
A FEW FACTS. 

Dear Brother,—Engagements of various kindS and a 
repetition of bilious attacks, have prevented me for 
some time past, from addressing you. I am glad, how- 
ever, to find thatyou have beep favored by more able 
correspondents, and by those who can give you more 
cheering accounts of revivals than I can. The extreme 
unhealthiness of the season has retarded greatly our re- 
ligious Operations; and we have lost by deatk some very 
valuable members. We have, however, the consolation 
to believe, that all those who have died, have made a 
happy escape from sorrows and afflictions, and have 
reached the portof endless rest. We have also added 
some promising members; but 1am sorry that [ cannot 
say with my beloved brother Holcombe, we have had no 
backslidings. We have had some, but they have been 
comparatively few. - 

A number of us visited the camp meeting of our old- 


_land, began on the last week of August, and continued 


side brethren, in August: The people received us very 


- 


kindly; but the preachers were distant, and did not in- 
vite us to participate in any of their exercises. The 
presiding elder entertained us in the morning with an 
account of the success of the different camp meetings’in 
his district; and gave us, of course, the number of con- 
versions at each. He afterwards preached and pro- 
nounced a general denunciation against the Catholics, 
the Presbyterians, the Baptists, the Protestant Episcopa- 
lians, and lastly, the Methodist Protestants. He did not 
name us, but said there were certain persons trying to 
‘‘ape” them in an itinerant ministry, &c. but that they 
would come to naught, as they had not the proper spirit. 
He was followed in the afternoon by a very venerable 
and respectable minister, who justified ‘‘all that his broth- 
er had said in the morning;” and went on to give a his- 
tory of the success of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
from its origin, attributing to it the whole success of re- 
cent evangelical preaching, both in that and in other 
churches; and, in conclusion, gave us a side blow or two. 
These two gentlemen were among the first persons that 
advocated a representative form of church government 
on the Eastern Shore of Maryland; and one of them 
made me first acquainted with “the Wesleyan Reposi- 
vory;” and was a writer for that paper. 

Doubting some of the statements made by the Presid- 
ing Elder, in regard to the success of his camp-meet- 
ings, I took the trouble to make inquiry upon the sub- 
ject. In regard to the Smyrnacamp, I believe his ac- 
count was literally correct; but as respects the camps in 
Caroline and Talbot, I believe he was entirely mistaken. 
The former, he represented as a great and prosperous 
meeting, and said that owing to the weather, they had 
not ascertained the precise number; but there were a 
great many conversions. I saw soon afterwards, on the 
same day, a local preacher from that circuit, who had 
not heard the presidingélder’s statement, and he told 
me the meeting was extremejy dull, and if there were 
many conversions, he did not hear of them. 1 took the 
pains to make further inqftiiry, and I could not hear of 
more than two or three, who professed conversion. He 
said at the Talbot meetings they were also prevented 
from taking the numbers; but that the lowest calcula- 
tion he had “heard made was seventy-five, and some 
thought there were a hundred converts. 1 think these 
are the numbers he stated. Now, after the most dili- 
gent inquiry, I cannot hear of five persons, who profess- 
ed conversion at that meeting. It was said also by the 
preachers at the Hibernia meeting, that there were a 
great many conversions; but I have heard of but one 
yorme lady, and she joined our society. It is, however, 
probable, tat there were some few conversions in 


a tent from Kent Island, and probably some in the tent 
from the upper part of the county. 


[am induced to make these statements to counteract 
their most powerful appeal to the prejudices of the 
people. I wish from my soul that the numbers they 
claim were really converted; but I do think, that the 
preachers who openly denounce us at their camp-meet- 
ings, where we have not an opportunity to reply, and 
predicate their claims of special favor from God on 
account of our secessions, deserve to have their state- 
ments corrected. 

It is known to your readers that a proposition was 
made to us last summer to unite in a camp meeting, 
which we accepted; provided they would join us on 
equal terms. The preachers objected to the union; but 
observed, I understand, that they had no objection to the 
members uniting; but they could not recognize our 
preachers in their official standing. We then proposed . 
to them, as we were to occupy the same ground, that we 
would take the plank and pay half of the loss, &.— 
They would not officially take any notice of our offer: 
but an individual of the managers said they would agree 
to let us have the plank, provided we would pay all the 
loss and damage that was sustained both at their meet- 
ing and ourown. We of course declined the offer.— 
They then sold the plank to two of our friends, who 
hired it tous. This procedure, however, brought upon 
them the disapprobation of the public and of some of 
their own members. We have made repeated attempts 
to be at peace with our old-side brethren: not from any | 
fear of them, but from a sincere wish to live in harmony 
with all the followers of the Saviour. We believe that 
many of them are pious, and therefore we wish to be 
on terms of brotherly kindness with them. We are for 
peace; but when they speak, they are for war. 


I hope your subscription list is increasing, and that 
your paper will be generally taken by our members, and 
those friendly to us. The subscription list of “the 
Christian Advocate”’ I find puffed in all the newspapers. 
I have thought that if twenty-five thousand persons are so 
in love with their chains as to patronize a paper got up 
principally for the support of men, who lord it over 
God’s heritage, that all the members of our free Church, 
who are.able, should patronize a paper established for 
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the diffusion of religious freedom, and for the support of 
a church, in which, ati ARE EQUALLY REPRESENTED.— 
The amount to each would be small; and the instruc- 
tion, amusement, and profit, would fully compensate for 
the price paid; and the Church would be equally bene- 
fitted. 1 am endeavoring to procure some additional 
subscribers, who will send on two dollars previously to 
the first of January. Let every friend to our cause use 
a littke exertion in behalf of our periodical. 1 would 
not be without it for five times the amount. 

Yours affectionately, P. B. H. 

October 2d, 1831. 


~ For the Methodist Protestant. 
TOUR OF A DISTRICT. 
Portage, (N. Y.) Oct. 24th, 1821. 


Mar, Evrtror,—l set off on my tour through the east- 
ern section of this District, on Friday morning, the 16th 
ultimo, and arrived at Richmond, (Honeycy outlet,) at 
evening. Here I found a society of near forty mem- 
bers, which had been raised up as the fruits of our 
three days meeting in that place, in June last, under 
the pastoral charge of Dr. James Covel, assembled for 

rayer meeting, as preparatory to the Quarterly meet- 
ing which was to commence the following day. 

The exercises were lively and interesting, and at the 
close about twenty penitent sinners came forward to 
the altar of prayer; some of whom professed to obtain 
justification that evening. 

Saturday, 17th.—Quarterly meeting commenced at 
10 o’clock, with a solemn and impressive discourse by 
Brother Fister. | 

At evening, I attempted to preach to a very atten- 
tive congregation, after which, a prayer meeting was 
held, and about twenty mourners presented themselves 
at the altar. 

Sabbath, 18th.—Our love feast was unusually inter- 
esting; sinners were awakened, mourners comforted, 
and saints edified. | 

Sermon at 10 o'clock, by brother Fister, from Prov. 
14.32. I preached again at two o’clock, and, on clos- 
ing, invited the mourners forward, when upwards of 
one hundred penitents, in solid columns, arose and 
pressed their way forward with melting hearts, and fell. 
upon their knees for the benefit of prayer, Many © 
whom found peace to their souls before they left the 
consecrated place; and no doubt, had there been room, 
more than 50 more would have came forward. ‘Finding 
the work extending so powerfully, we judged it best to 
continue the meeting on Monday. ) Accordingly, 1 
tarried and preached on Monday morning and then left 
the brethren to continue the exercises. I think I never 
knew Dr. Covel so much engaged in the work as at this 
meeting: It seemed as though he had renewed his 
age, and was anointed anew with a divine unction from 
on high. 

Monday, 19th. At evening I took a canal boat at 
Palmyra, for Utica. I found a large number of passén- 
gers on board, among whom were two or three wild 
young men, who seemed to engross most of the con- 
yersaticn, and attention of the company, and excited 
much diversion by foolish and idle stories, songs, &c.— 
on account of which, to me, the evening passed away 
rather unpleasantly. 

Tuesday, 20th.—Being much annoyed by the rude- 
ness of the young men during the day, I resolved, at 
evening, to get the march of them. Accordingly, the 
company being seated in the cabin, I first proposed 
singing, and, observing one of the passengers to have 
a hymn book, I invited him to assist. 

After singing two or three hymns, observing that the 
company had become attentive, I proposed preaching; 
on which a gentlemin volunteered to ask leave of the 
captain, which being obtained, on condition that the 
company were agreed, to my surprise, one of those 
wild young men vcluntarily arose and took the vote of 
the company, which was unanimous. 

After singing and praying, I preached on Numbers 
10th and 29th: — We are journeying unto the place of 
which the Lord said I will give it you, come thou with us 
und we will do thee good; for the Lord hath spoken good 
concerning Israel.” 

The word was attended with divine energy, and 
many were melted into tears. I believe the occasion 
will never be forgotten by many. 

Wednesday, 21st.—I reached Utica at evening. 

- Thursday, 22d.—Preached at evening to a small 
congregation. 
Protestants, which has stood fora number of years with 
but little ministerial help, amidst a flood of persecution 


from without, and trials from within. Their number, / turned to Utica. 


however, is increasing, and their prospects are bright- 
ening. I learned that a large number of the Methodist 
E. Church were fipe for a teform, and were only wait- 
ing for a good preacher of dur church to take charge of 
them, in order to their uniting with us. 

_The Rev. Mr. Smith, of the M. E. Church of Vir 
finia, on a journey from the west, spent the Sabbath in 
Uuca. I learned that on his arrival he inquired if there 
were any reformers here; and being answered in the 
affirmative, he observed. “then I shall be ¥nown here 
tor have expelled many reformers from the Methodist 
Episcopal Church.” 


Saturday and Sabbath, 24th and 25th,--I held a quay. 
terly meeting here, at which about one hundred mem. 
bers of the M. E. Church attended. 

At the close of the love feast, I gave a brief history 


October 1.—Took stage for Jefferson county, and on 
the 2d reached the quarterly meeting of the Congrega- 
tional Methodist Church at Boyleston, and preached at 
10 o’clock to a large congregation. The meeting was 
lively and profitable. The annual conference of that 
Church commenced its session on the Sd, and closed 
on the 4th. 

The subject of their contemplated union with us, 
was brought before the conference, on which it appear- 
ed that there was a majority of one in favor of the 
union. But as the minority had not read our discipline, 
it was thought not advisable to act on the subject as a 
body. However, I received Rey. J. B. Goodenough, 
Rev. Mr. Lewis, and Hiram McKee, an exhorter; and 
the prospects are, that a number more of the confer- 
ence will join at our next annual conference. 


of the rise, progress and present state of the Methodist 
P. Church, and contrasted its government with that of 
the M. E. Church, and explained the causes of the ex- 
pulsion of reformers, and closed by observing, that min- 
isters might boast of having expelled many reformers 
from the M. E. Church, but a young man by the name 
of Saul, of Tarsus, could once boast of as holy a work 


them to prison. 


ty of speech and of the press, in vindicating a repre- 
sentative government in the church!!! 
spirit nor his enjoyment. 
the spirit of the Rev. Mr. Castle. preacher, in charge, 


the Christian religion. And it is worthy of being writ- 
ten in letters of gold, and to be carried by the four 
winds, to the remotest bounds of Christendom, that, on 
application, the Rev. Mr. Castle, of Utica, gives to’ his 
members in good standing, letters of withdrawal and 
of recommendation fo the Methodist Proteslant Church: 
1 received a number on such recommendation. 


sinnere were converted. 


Monday, 25th.—I pursued my journey, on a visit to 
my friends in Saratoga county, the place of mw fs 
residence. 


Tuesday, 27th.—1 called on Dr. Samuel Covel, of 
the M »E. Church in Johnstown, who received me with 
much apparent cordiality and friendship, and invited me 
to return that way and preach to his congregation. But 
{ afterwards found it impracticable to return that way, 
which circumstance [I much regret, inasmuch as I could 


On arriving at Milton, | learned there was a powerful 
work of good going on among the Episcopal brethren 
in that place. ‘They had held meetings 14 days in suc- 
cession, and many souls were converted. 

Here my mind was solemnly impressed with a lively 
sensibility of the changeable nature of all carthly 
things. It was here lL had spent the moments of my 
childhood and youth, the scenes of which were yet 
fresh in my recollection. Here 1 had received my ear- 
liest religious impressions—and here I had found the 


pearl of great price. 


( 


rolled round. Here I had been associated with a churen 
of about 100 members. Aad in this region during the 
first seven years of my ministry, I had formed an en. 


But oh! what revolutions had been effected by the |t 


lapse of twenty years. 


youth had removed to other regions, and many, very 
many had gone to their long home,—and the inmates of 
almost every house of my acquaintance had given place 
to strangers. 


meeting house at evening. This house I had assisted 


20 years since. 


Here I founda small class of Methodjst } g 


now I could recognize the features of but very few of 
the congregation. Many of my old class-mates had 
one to heaven, some had made shipwreck of their 
faith, while others were settled abroad, and but few of 
my old friends could now be found. On the. 30th I re- 


4 


Here had commenced my min- | 
isterial career, since when more than twenty years have ON SUDDEN DEATH: WITH SEVERAL REMARKABLE 


dearing friendship with a large circle of acquaintance. | conversation. 


Wedneslay, 5th.—I took stage and returned home 
on the Sth, having been absent 22 days, travelled about 
600 miles, attended three quarterly meetings, and 
preached nine times. 


Through the eastern section of this district, I found 


the public mind awakened to the subject of reform.— 


Hundreds, and | have no doubt, thousands, would unite 


when he was haling men and women and committing with us at once, if they could be supplied with preach- 

crs. Oh! may God raise up faithful pastors for these 

What must be the heart of that minister, who can souls. There have been twelve added to the church in 

deliberately boast of having hurled from the church | th!s place (Portage) since 1 wrote you last, and I expect 
many ministers and members, barely tor using the liber- | * 2"™Mber more this week. 


The Baptists have just closed a four days meeting in 


I envy not his this place; brother Covel, myself, and a Presbyterian 
But with pleasure 1 contrast | ™inister, attended and assisted in the labours of the 
meeting. 


with that of the Rev. Mr. Smith. The former gentle- souls at the altar of prayer. 
man has done honor to himself, to his church, and to | "© impulse to the work. 


On the last day there were fourteen anxious 
I think this has given a 


This is truly a day pf wonders; and it is really as- 


tonishing to see the Presbyterians and Baptists falling 
into the wake of Methodism, both as to doctrine and as 
to the measures used to promote these revivals, 


Yours, &c. ORREN MILLER. 


Portage, Nov. 22d, 1831. 


Mr. Epiror,—Since writing the above, we have 


At this quarterly meeting, there was a great struggle | held a quarterly meeting in this place which was at- 
on the part of professors, for holiness of heart, and some | tended by a very large congregation; and eight peni- 


tents came forward to be prayed for. 
| received a number incwo the church, Ihave just learned 


chat Dr. Covel has received 60 into the church since I 
was there Sept. 18th. 


We have also 


O. MILLER. 


NOTICE, 
The next Gennessee Annual Conference of the Meth- 


odist Protestant Church, which was appointed to be 


ield at Walworth, owing to the prospects that a larger 


number of members will attend than was expected, and 


not comply with the invitation. ea Richmond would be better able to sustain the Con- 


erence, by the advice of the preachers, we have alter- 


ed the place of meeting, of the Conference, to Rich- 
mond, The members of the same will please under- 
stand, therefore, that the next Conference will com- 
mence its session on the first Wednesday of February 
next, at the Honeyoy Outlet, in the town of Richmond, 


Let them call on Dr. Covel. 
ORREN MILLER, President. 


--- 


Jntario county, 


RECOLLECTIONS. 


INSTANCES OF IT IN THE CASE OF MINISTERS. 

The frequency of sudden death is often the subject of 
It would perhaps, be difficult to say, whe- 
her there are more sudden deaths now than formerly. 


Almost every scene of my | Events of this kind surprise and affect us for a moment, 
juvenile joys was changed by the lapse of time, or the | while similar events of preceding years are soon ‘for 


ivati ani "my mn in death is often men- 
hand of cultivation. Some of the companions of my | gotten; but the frequency of sudden 
. tioned by writers of former ages. God, in the course of 


his all-wise providence, has always removed some Of his 
creatures in this unexpected manner, in order that the 
attention of thoughtless mortals may be more effectually 
the official roused to the consideration of their vternal concerns, 

Wednesday, 28th.—On the invitation of the o - and their history records many happy Instances of their 
members of the M. E. Church, 1 preached in their zood effect.—Peter Waldo, a merchant of Lyons, in the 
latter part of the twelfth century, Who Decame the in- 
in building, and I was favored with strument of promoting true ibe 
At this sacred desk, 1 had many times | jhe sudden death of one of his | ‘ 
proclaimed a risen Saviour to listening multitudes. But] cence; and the excellent Judze Hale became seriously re- 


ligious from a similarincident. 
“When we consider the astonishing delicacy of the hu- 
we cease to be surprised at sudden death, 


an structure 
ae ' ler that it does not happen more 


and are ready to worn 


frequently. Our life is but a vapour; and if it vanish in 
a moment, it is 


no more than way be expected. Tho 
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sight suddenly failing, he desired his finger might be 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


grand improvement we ought to make of a providence 
so awful, is to be always ready; for in such an hour as 
we think not “the Son of Mancometh.” If we are in- 
terested in Christ by precious faith, and sanctified by 
the Holy Spirit, we are always habitually ready; and it is 
as much our privilege and duty to walk closely with 
God, and to maintain a spiritual and watchful frame in 
the diligent performance of every .good work, that we 
may also be actually ready. It should then be a matter 
of indifference with us, whether we are removed sud- 
denly or gradually. There are some advantages to be 
hoped for when we have notice of our dissolution; we 
enjoy a better opportunity of setting our houses in order, 
and regulating all our temporal affairs. We may also 
be enabled to bear our dying testimony to the truths of 
the gospel; we may evince their excellenee by the sup- 
port and comfort we derive from them; and we may pro- 
fit the souls of our surrounding relatives and friends. 


On the other hand, if suddenly translated from this 
scene of sin and sorrow, we escape at once all the pains 
and agonies of slowly dissolving nature, and-the horrors 
of dying, as it were, by inches. The tempter misses all 
opportunity of harassing our weak spirits with distress- 
ing doubts and fears. We feel none of the pangs of se- 
paration from our beloved relatives, dear to ug as our 
own soul, but “‘we slip out of the world as a man would 
sometimes choose to do out of a large company, without 
taking a formal leave. This is to be surprised into hap- 
piness, and is more like a translation than a dissolution.” 

In the-course of my reading, I have been often struck 
with the accounts we have of many faithful ministers be- 
ing suddenly removed by death. _It was the earnest de- 
sire of some of them; and the rest, we may suppose, 
poy wished not to outlive their usefulness. Appre- 

ending that a brief recital of some of these instances 
may be acceptable and useful, | have taken the pains to 
transcribe them. 

The famous John Wycliffe, the morning star of the 
Reformation, was struck with a paralysis when preach- 
ing in his parish-church of Lutterworth; ard while his 
parishioners were conveying him from thence on a chair 
to the rectory-house, he expired. 1384. 

Mr. David Black, minister of St. Andrews, in Scotland, 
died while administering the Lord’s supper. 

Mr. Robert Bruce, (of Scotland,) had eaten a single 


egg for breakfast, as was his custom, and having called 
for another, soon after said:* ‘Hold, daughter, hold: m 


Master calls me.’’ He then called for a Bible; but his 


placed on Rom. viii. 33, &c. when he said: ‘‘Now God be 
with you, my children, I have breakfasted with you, and 
shall sup with my Lord Jesus Christ this night:’’—and 
then immediately died. 

Archbishop Leighton, (a truly excellent character,) 
often dreaded the pains of a lingering death, and wished 
to avoid giving any trouble to his friends in those cir- 
cumstances. The Lord gratified his desire. He died 
at an inn, in his sleep. | 

Dr. T. Gouge minister of St. Sepulchre’s, London, and 
for his great friendship to Wales, called the apostle of 
that country, went to bed well, and was found dead in 
the morning; Oct. 29th, 1681, aged 77. 

Isaac Ambrose, minister of Preston, and afterwards of 
Garstang, in Lancashire, was a man of eminent piety. 
Having received a visit from some of his friends, he told 
them he had done his work: he was now ready whenever 
his Lord should call. When they departed, he retired 
to his study for prayer; where, having staid longer than 
usual, he was found (I think on his knees) expiring. 
“He was holy in his life, happy in his death, and honour- 
ed by God and all good men.” 1664, aged 72. 

Mr. John Oaks, (one of the ejected ministers,) who 
succeeded Mr. Thomas Vincent, in London, was suddenly 
taken ill immediately after his afternoon prayer before 
sermon, and removed from the pulpit to glory. Dec. 1688. 

Itis veryremarkable, that on the next Sabbath but one, 
Mr. Kentish, when he had roused the attention of his 
own congregation, by mentioning in his sermon the sud- 
den death of Mr. Oaks, was himself struck with death. 


Mr. Shewel, (of Coventry, who was going through a 
course of sermons on indwelling sin, found himself on 
the Saturday utterly unable to prosecute his intended 
subject; and to the great surprise of his peopie, the next 
day, took for his text, “The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with your spirit.” Some were apprehensive 
he was aboutto leave them, it seemed so like a farewell- 
discourse; and so indeed it proved; for on the following 
Wednesday morning, after ho had prayed in the pulpit, 
and read his text, which was Rom.y. 12. (“And death by 
sin,” &c.) he dropped down in an apoplectic fit, was car- 
ried out of the pulpit into the vestry, without speaking 
one word more, and in an hour or two departed. This 
was about 1695. 
Mr. Tailour, in a funeral sermon for Mr. N. Vincent, 


think it a desirable thing for a good man to be worn, 
away like a stone by a continual dropping. May my 
house and soul be in order, and then the sooner it quits 
this vile body, and leaves tifis wretched world, if in the 
twinkling of an eye, so much the better.” He had his 
wish, says Dr Grosvenor, in some measure, dying in his 
sleep. 


“To whom the rare felicity was giv’n 
To fall asleep on earth, and-wake in heav’n.”’ 


Mr. Wiéeor, author of the sermons, and (if f mistake 
not) of the “Choice Drop of Honey from the Rock 
Christ,’ often expressed a wish that, if it were the will 
of God, his departure might be sudden. He also was 
gratified. He died suddenly, when preparing to go out to 
his church meeting. He oftenused to say ‘‘sudden death, 
sudden glory:;’? which words are inscribed on his tomb- 
stone in Bunhill Fields. 


Mr. Samuel Wilson, minister at Sutton Ashfield, Not- 
tingham, was in perfect health when he left home, after 
dinner, to take a book to a neighbour’s; he was taken ill 
while crossing a field, and expired almost immediately, 
October, 1770, aged 63. 


_ Mr. Ker, while assisting in the dispensation of 
the Lord’s supper, in the Trom-Church, Glasgow, in the 
act of exhorting the second table, was suddenly taken 
speechless, fell down, and expired a few hours after. 
April 27th, 1775. 


Mr. Robert Walker, anthor of some excellent sermons, 
after preaching a morning lecture in one of the churches 
of Edinburgh, was taken ill, and died in the afternoon 
of the same day. 


The death of the great Mr. George Whitefield was sud- 
den. On Saturday, Sept. 29th, 1770, he rode fifteen 
miles, and preached at Ezeter, (in New England,) from 
2 Cor. xiii. 5. to a great multitude of people in the fields: 
after which he rode many miles to Newbury. In the 
night he was seized with a violent fitof the asthma, and 
expired at six in the morning, aged 56. 


Dr. Conyers, of Deptford, though not afraid of death, 
was often afraid of dying; and would say to his seiect 
friends: ‘‘! wish I could slip away “froin you, and get to 
my Jesus in heaven, as easily as | could walk out of one 
room into another.*’ About three weeks before his 
death, he said toa friend: can tell you What wi sive 


Y | you pleasure—I am delivered from the fear of dying.” 


Se replied: ‘Then we shall soon lose you;”’ and so it 
proved. On Saturday he marked a spot for his grave; 
and on Sunday morning, when finishing the public service, 
his speech faultered while pronouncing the blessing—he 
could not rise from his knees. He was removed to his 
house, saying as he was carried: ‘‘I have no pain. I hope 
I shall soon be with Jesus.’’ About four in the afternoon 
he went to glory, April 23d, 1786, aged 62. 

To the above we might add, the late Mr. Mr. Bram- 
well, Dr. Andrew Thcempson, &c. 


These striking instances of mortality, forcibly remind 
us of our Lord’s parabolic instruction to his disciples, 
whom he compares to the domestics of a nobleman re- 
tiring for a season from home, and assigning to each his 
proper office; particularly charging the porter to watch, 
and the steward to dispense the provision of the house; 
for whose encouragement he adds: ‘Blessed is that ser- 
vant whom his Lord, when he cometh, shall find so do- 
ing.’ 


*‘O that each in the day of his coming may say, 
‘lL have fought my way through, 

IT have finished the work thou didst give me to do.’ 

O that each from the Lord may receive the glad word, 
‘Well and faithfully done! - 

Enter into my joy, and sit down on my throne.’ ” 


Protestant Methodist Mag. 


FROM MRS. EMBURY’S ADDRESS. 


But to whom is the sacred and laborious duty of early 
instruction delegated? Is it to the father, who, returning 
from his daily toil, seeks in the bosom of his family that 
peace which never abides in the turmoil of the world? 
Surely not. The conflict with a hard and selfish world is 
enough for him; the duty of combating with rebellious hu- 
man nature isreserved for the mother’s portion. No father 
ean, no father ought to know how much heaviness of 
heart, how much weariness of spirit, the mother has en- 
dured, in order to render his children the objects of his 
pride as well as of his affection. To foster the germ of 


mental energy, to train up the early shoots of intellect, 
and more than all, to watch over the pure fresh feelings 
of the youthful heart, and direct its innocent affections 
to “things aboye,”’ so that it may never be induced to 


says: “For my own part, on mature deliberation, I do not 


‘place its happiness lower than itself,” these are the en- 
nobling duties of a mother. 
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